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October 26, 2021 
 
 
The Honorable Jerrold Nadler 
House Committee on the Judiciary 
2141 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
The Honorable Jim Jordan 
House Committee on the Judiciary 
2141 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 

Dear Chairman Nadler and Ranking Member Jordan: 

We are writing on behalf of ourselves or family members who have suffered the pain of 

ovarian cancer or mesothelioma caused by the use of Johnson & Johnson’s baby powder, 

which has been found to contain a known carcinogen, asbestos, and was withdrawn from 

the U.S. market in May 2020. We strongly encourage you to support H.R. 4777, the 

“Nondebtor Release Prohibition Act of 2021.” Johnson & Johnson abused our trust when it 

sold a product they knew contained asbestos, and today, they are failing to take 

responsibility for their actions by filing for bankruptcy despite being a tremendously 

profitable multi-billion dollar global corporation. H.R. 4777 would ensure that Johnson & 

Johnson cannot avoid accountability and willfully abuse the bankruptcy system against 

people who now have cancer due to their misconduct.  

Evidence shows that Johnson & Johnson’s baby powder tested positive for the presence of 

asbestos, a known carcinogen, and that they have known about the presence of asbestos in 

their products for decades and failed to inform consumers and regulators. For example, an 

investigation conducted by Reuters found that, “J&J didn’t tell the FDA that at least three 

tests by three different labs from 1972 to 1975 had found asbestos in its talc – in one case 

at levels reported as ‘rather high.’” Because illnesses from asbestos exposure typically take 

decades to appear, tens of thousands of people – the vast majority women – are suffering 

from ovarian cancer and mesothelioma because of this toxic baby powder.   

Ovarian cancer and mesothelioma are horrific diseases. When you learn that you or your 

loved one has been diagnosed with ovarian cancer or mesothelioma, you are not only filled 

with fear, but also with anger. This is compounded by the fact that our cancers were caused 

by long-term use of baby powder – a product we all considered so innocent that we used it 

regularly for years, and even on our children. Through surgeries, chemotherapy, and 

radiation, we wonder what could have been if only J&J had put safety over profits and 

disclosed what they knew internally about the dangers of this product. 

Bankruptcy is an important tool for individuals and companies that fall on hard times and 

need a fresh start. J&J does not fall into that category. It is using tricks and loopholes to 
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distort the bankruptcy system solely to eliminate the legal rights of cancer victims – yet 

another indignity for our families that have been ravaged by J&J’s greed and selfishness. We 

ask that you support H.R. 4777 to stop this injustice and prevent companies like J&J from 

leaving victims with scraps in a bankruptcy system never designed to protect profitable 
corporations that simply refuse to accept accountability. 

Sincerely, 

Tiffany Adams Georgia  

Lisa J Hunter South Carolina 

Steven Tyler Rogers Kentucky  

Britta Leann Rogers Kentucky  

James D Chakalos  New York  

Tia Farmer Colorado 

Wendy Schiefer Thompson  Ohio 

Robert Fisher New York 

Jeff Fisher New York 

Sylvia Fisher New York 

Arthur Justin Nienow Colorado  

Susan Leppig New York 

Joan Femminella Florida 

Elyse Slavin Florida 

Helen Alvillar Colorado  

Yvonne M Hawley Massachusetts  

Maureen Bonta Massachusetts 

Diana Hickman Pennsylvania  

Gary Jacobsen North Carolina 

Paul D. Rogers, Jr. Kentucky  
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Kimberly A Naranjo Utah 

Michelle Anderson Illinois  

Mary Olejnik South Carolina 

George Thomason North Dakota 

William lieberman  Missouri  

Nancy Poio North Carolina 

Thomas A. Viscounty California 

Edgar J Dorsey Georgia 

Rhonda Loredo Idaho 

Rosemary LeBeau Florida 

Patricia J. Kloberdanz Colorado 

Phyllis Brenna Florida 

Victor E Peterson  
 

Leslie Wyatt Georgia  

Rebecca Doran California 

Nolan Bennett Florida 

Debbie Morris Georgia 

Amy Flippen Florida 

Lisa Lieberman  Missouri 

Timothy Flippen Florida  

Brittany McCann California  

Marilyn Domizi California 

John A Dahlman Washington  

Melissa Colello Florida 
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Genie Black Oklahoma  

Linda Gardner Rhode Island 

Kelly Lynch Florida 

Mark Rink Arizona 

Wendy F. Mikula  Michigan 

Donna Meck Illinois 

Antonio D. Carney Tennessee 

Lois A Malerba Massachusetts 

Ian Bennett New Jersey 

Joseph F. Gagliardi, Jr. Connecticut  

Miguel Siau Florida 

Glenn Rink  Arizona 

Latosha L Barrows Florida 

Robbie M Clark Texas 

Bridget Reynaga  Florida  

James McKenna Florida 

Daryl Bentley  Michigan  

Amy Darnold West Virginia 

William Woody Missouri 

Baldonick Fernandez Florida 

Maria Forbes Utah 

Monaliza Forbes Utah 

Laura Peacock Smith South Carolina 

Michael McNally Georgia 
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Bonnie M Allen Virginia 

Edward Conrad Utah 

Judith V. Donohoe South Carolina 

Kimberly LeClair Rhode Island  

Kimberly LeClair Rhode Island  

James Donohoe South Carolina 

Anna Skerman  South Carolina 

Georgia Skerman  South Carolina 

Erna Arnesen California  

Wayne Everett Green Wyoming 

Lindalee Martinez Arizona 

Veronica Nolan Texas 

Laurie Anderson Colorado  

Marilyn Davidson Massachusetts 

Kathy Smith Wisconsin  

Morris Chappell  Georgia  

Jason Dominski New York 

Jeni Schreifels Kansas City  

Catherine Forbes Utah 

TJ Smart Minnesota 

Carmela E Gramuglia New Jersey 

Michelle Wiley Delaware 

Paul M Rashba Massachusetts 

Lauren Kirby Florida 
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Dan Skerman South Carolina 

Kathleen Brueshaber Kentucky 

Georgia Skerman  South Carolina 

Bethany Haley Texas 

Simma Rashba Massachusetts 

Michele Landivar Texas 

Joseph Pulido Illinois 

Paul Crouch Virginia 

Leisa Gibson Virginia 

James Lane Virginia 

Julianna Nicole Burke Virginia 

Beth Gramuglia New Jersey 

Edith L. Jordan  Virginia 

Thomas John McHattie Arkansas 

Lindalee Martinez Arizona 

Kathleen R Dye Wisconsin 

Yvonne Murray Florida 

Matthew Stutt Maryland 

Connie Niro Florida 

Kim Mastrippolito Pennsylvania 

Eric Rashba New York 

Anna Thornton  Pennsylvania 

Adrianna Christensen Utah 

Tina Crouch Virginia 
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John Ross Florida 

John R. Jordan Virginia 

Corrin Otillio Louisiana 

Sandeep Kontham Louisiana 

Rochelle R Bushey Arkansas 

Rosa Morejon Florida 

Melissa Kaiser Louisiana 

Denice Bailey Texas 

Randall Hatcher New York 

Bethany Richards Washington 

Kathryn Kowinski California 

Lori Propernick Georgia 

Evan Plotkin Connecticut 

Michelle roberts South Carolina  

Mario Giuliani California  

Alicia Elliott North Carolina 

C.D. Kinney Indiana 

Peggy R Pfister  Indiana 

Peggy Dunbar  Illinois  

Judith Peltz Florida 

Benjamin Peltz Florida 

Diana Hazard Massachusetts 

Candace Williams Virginia  

Max Hazard Massachusetts 
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Kayme A. Clark Washington  

Debby Peterson South Dakota 

Taiska Franklin Tennessee  

Erika Wilson Oregon 

Victoria Rak Arizona  

Freda Humber Texas 

Todd Kowinski Indiana 

Jennifer Perkins  Texas  

Christine Marzella Rhode Island 

Mary H. Mann Washington 

Barbara Bustos  New Mexico  

Nancy (Moore) Banta Minnesota  

Jennifer DeVoe Indiana 

Tim Miller Ohio 

Lesa Durden  Missouri  

Kim Nalepinski Wisconsin 

Jennifer Peebler  Texas 

Jennifer Moretz North Carolina 

Benjamin Moretz North Carolina 

Cynthia Atterholt Ohio 

Joyce Cain Michigan 

Jerry Newton Texas 

Patsy Newton Texas 

Angela Hood Georgia 
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Jayne M Lord Oregon 

Ann Smith North Carolina  

Christopher Stevens New York 

Josh Tierney  New York 

Mauricio Padilha New York  

Manue Rodriguez New York 

Carrie M Wick Nevada 

Jennifer Yettner Arkansas 

Kayme A. Clark Washington  

Mark McGarry New York  

Judy Biltz Indiana 

Kristin Sexton Massachusetts  

Christopher Sollinger New York 

Brenda Parker West Virginia 

Diane Belotti North Carolina 

Sherese Walden Massachusetts  

Jamika Williams Virginia  

Raeshawnda Tunstall Virginia  

Brandi Dixon  Illinois  

Courtney DeRusha Indiana 

Ronald McBride Florida 

Gary L Choiniere Michigan 

Billy Shayne Newton Texas 

Shannon Chaffin  Ohio 
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Reubin Stokes Alabama 

Bobbie N. Landreth  Mississippi  

Bear Smith New York 

Denise Watters Michigan 

Michele A McBride Florida 

Amber Murphy Florida  

Brandon Bossieux  Virginia 

Leocadia A Toth Connecticut  

Christina Aguilar Pennsylvania 

Terry Newton Texas 

Thomas Durfee III Florida 

Sandra Delilah Smith Alabama 

Nicole Lehrer Florida 

Cassandra (Cassie) Watkins Virginia  

Corey G Tippin Connecticut 

Joseph Otillio  Louisiana  

Cynthia Orphanos North Carolina 

Julie Otillio Louisiana 

Janice Gabe Indiana 

Betty M O'Neill Massachusetts 

Patricia Gaspard Louisiana  

Maria C Wallace Illinois 

Randy Read Illinois  

Jennifer Jopek Wisconsin 
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Joy Y. Moore  Georgia  

Mae K. Moore Georgia 

David G. Cherry Mississippi  

Debbie Cherry Mississippi  

Micah Bailey Texas 

Ashlee Aldridge California 

Veronica Motley North Carolina 

Ryan Rankins Georgia 

Krista Picklesimer Pressley North Carolina 

Nancy L. Picklesimer North Carolina 

Maria Ragusa  New Jersey 

Emma Jewel Lacey Texas 

Robin Fuller South Carolina  

Andrea Klimke Wisconsin 

Marc and Janet Blum Texas 

Catherine Ruth Shoenfelt Texas 

John J Beacom Texas 

Lileen Coulloudon Texas 

Shukri El-Khayyat South Carolina 

Kristy G. Burnette Washington 

Delores Gray  Mississippi 

D'Angela McNeil North Carolina 

Linda Luckett Mississippi  

James E. Marshall, SR.  Mississippi 
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Johnnie Hull (Ida Griffin) Mississippi  

Kristy G. Burnette Washington  

Melinda Green Mississippi 

Ashley R. Dukes California 

Ronald Frisk Texas 

Celinda Kirker Texas 

Cindy Kirker Texas 

Mary Bernice Weber Mississippi 

Belinda Frisk Texas 

Stan and Sandy Lindsey Texas 

Gennine Steinfort Washington 

Robert M. Thompson Texas 

Linda Kittredge Michigan 

Jaime Padgett Wisconsin 

Jonathan Padgett  Arkansas  

Alicia C Gressett Mississippi 

Jolene Ethridge Alabama 

Charlessa Schoenberger Florida 

Angela Lagarra New Jersey 

Jolene Ethridge Alabama 

Sharon Williams Eddington Louisiana 

Lamartine Station North Carolina  

Charisse Moore North Carolina 

Donald Williams  North Carolina  
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Stephanie McClain North Carolina 

Marvin Royster North Carolina 

Donna Rush Nevada 

Lynette Williams North Carolina 

Sharon Ray North Carolina 

Veronica Monroe  North Carolina 

Devlin Royster  North Carolina 

Susan Stopchinski Michigan 

Joseph Anderer Michigan 

Jennifer Newton Texas 

Joy Webster Texas 

Christy Larousse Louisiana 

Melissa L. Corbitt Texas 


